HISTORY OF NEW FRANCE.

France of this great disorder, which would infallibly soon
draw down utter runin on his colony. But all that hap-
pened should have been anticipated ; that colony having
been settled almost entirely by people sent over by force,
or Concessionaries who did not find there what they had
been led to expeect; for soon the only thought of either
was to get out of it ; numbers died of misery or disease,
and the country was emptied as rapidly as it had filled.
For their part, the deserters everywhere adduced the
necessity to which they were driven, of providing for
themselves elsewhere, by the refusal to give them the
very necessaries of life. Some even wrote to the Regis-
seurs of Louysiana ' in terms that showed how much the
step they had just taken cost them; and this was still
more clearly evinced by what happened in the month of Au-
gust of this same year. One Duclos, commanding a coaster
with a very rich cargo,.was met by a party of these deser-
ters, who merely took from him some provisions and
liguors, without touching his merchandise. On his ex-
pressing his surprise, they replied that they were not rob-
bers, but decent men, whom necessity forced to seck life in
other nations, since their own let them perish with hun-
ger. The most malcontent were the soldiers, who re-
ceived absolutely nothing but bread, while meat was dis-
tributed to the Company’s workmen, and even to the cri-
minals, who were quite frequéntly employed by the settlers.
To ecrown the misfortunes, on the 12th of September, at
ten in the evening, there rose on the Micissipi a hurri-
cane, which lasted in all its fury till noon on the following
day, and was felt as far as Natchez in one direction, and
Biloxi in the other. At New Orleans, the church, hospi-
tal and thirty houses or log huts were thrown down; all
the other edifices were injured. No lives were lost, but
some of the sick in the hospital were wounded. A number
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